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Session Title: IXPs and the Local Internet Economy 

Speaker: Bevil Wooding Title: Executive Director Organization: CaribNOG 

Session Highlights: 

 An IXP is a switch that is shared between network providers, but is not just for ISPs, anyone with an 
Autonomous System can connect to it – Universities, Governments, Content Providers 

o An opportunity for any of these local clouds to connect 
o It’s good to “over-provision” the exchange point – the better the infrastructure, the better the 

potential connections. 

 Technology and Public Policy – What are we really trying to build? 
o The benefits accrue to the national community, not just the ISPs. 
o IMPLICATIONS:  

 The social returns from investing in the critical ICT infrastructure exceed the private 
returns of companies and consumers. 

 Market forces alone can’t determine how fast we run – they will not generate the 
societally optimal level of ICT infrastructure roll-out 

o Therefore – Economic and social development is inextricably linked to the extent to which 
countries can quickly and optimally DEVELOP and LEVERAGE their ICT resources. 

 If we build the right foundation (infrastructure/IXP), then we can: 
o Support local innovation & entrepreneurship 
o Empower local communities 
o Foster local content creation 
o Stimulate economic growth 
o Build local capacity and national and regional development 

 The absence of IXPs hinders a country’s ability to built a robust domestic Internet ecosystem & 
economy. 

o Since we say we want the benefits listed above, we must be heading toward IXPs in   
countries. 

 
Understanding the Internet Economy 

 Internet Services must always be anchored in someone’s economy – where the servers are.  If the data 
center is not at home, you’re exporting money somewhere.  The countries that have the best 
infrastructure, content and connectivity have the most potential economy capacity. 

o #1 – US has 85 IXPs, #2 - Brazil has 15 IXPs 
o Europe has the largest IXPs 
o Recent development of a Canadian IXP Proliferation Strategy – they don’t want to be 

dependent upon US infrastructure 

 Internet infrastructure enables consumers to become producers 
o Difference between developing services that run on the Internet and building a domestic 

economy that is based on the Internet. 
o Belize-specific content, Belize services, Belize data centers and servers… that connect to the 

global Internet. 
o We all benefit when more local content is available. 

 Grenada has a total population of 105,000 and they are deploying an IXP.   
o Even though they are a small market, the Caribbean is expected to be a growth market.   
o The Caribbean has one of the largest populations of un-served and underserved Internet 

users. 
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o So our small efforts to establish our piece of the Internet in the Caribbean is of great interest 
to the large providers.   

 “The domestic Internet economy develops when users shift from merely consuming content hosted 
outside of a country, to producing local content and facilitating local transactions, all run on local 
networks.” 

 LOCAL CONTENT on LOCAL NETWORKS 
o We want a social agenda driving connections between ISPs in a country 

 We have to ask ourselves, “Beyond the IXP, what are we trying to build?”  
 

Q&A/Feedback: 

 Current challenge in Belize on the content side – In the banking Industry they’re trying to address at the 
clearinghouse – how do we connect all these banks together?  

 Suggestion for where would an IXP be housed – location on Vernon Street, Belize City that’s being 
developed by an entrepreneur 

o The decision on where the IXP would be located – the ISPs would have to be comfortable with 
the location from a technical and engineering standpoint. 

o At the IXP symposium a few months ago, Belmopan was under discussion.  But Belize 
shouldn’t be limited to one IXP alone – dispersion of population, geography, storm surge, etc. 
would all have to be taken into consideration. 

 Cultural Aspect of implementing an IXP – opportunity for promotion of local musical artists, local food, 
and content (young Belizeans interested in animation & cartooning) 

 
 

 


