
 

 
Session Summary 

Monday, September 23, 2013 
 

 

 1 

 

Session Title: Opening Ceremonies 

Speaker: Bishop Phillip Wright 
Title: Bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese 

Organization: Anglican Church 

Session Highlights: 

 Invocation 

Speaker: Roosevelt Blades Title: Commissioner 
Organization: Public Utilities 
Commission 

Session Highlights: 

 Welcome – We are pleased to host the CaribNOG team to Belize.  We believe this event provides an 
opportunity to increase the number of people in Belize who have an advanced understanding of 
network engineering and cyber security.   

 Attended CaribNOG 5 and was very impressed. 
 

Speaker: Senator Honorable Joy 
Grant 

Title: Minister 
Organization: Ministry of Energy, 
Science & Technology and Public 
Utilities 

Session Highlights: Keynote 

 Belize is the youngest independent nation in the Caribbean and Central American region 

 ICTs, when embraced and widely adopted, afford us the rare opportunity to transform and accelerate 
our development paradigm.  In today’s increasingly digital and interconnected world, ICTs offer 
incomparable opportunities that were unavailable to previous generations throughout history.   

 The Ministry of Energy, Science & Technology, and Public Utilities, charged with the responsibility for 
ICT, is committed to providing an effective, efficient and enabling policy and legislative environment to 
promote the development and wide dissemination and deployment of ICTs in Belize. 

 Everyone (businesses, public sector, students and citizens) must take advantage of the tools of ICTs to 
become more innovative and entrepreneurial. 

 Our development challenge is not only for the government, but it is a challenge that should be shared 
and embraced by all of us. 

 The fact that the 6th Regional Gathering of CaribNOG is being held in Belize is testament of the fact that 
Belize recognizes the ever expanding and transformative role of ICTs to national development. 

 Despite its relatively few years in existence, CaribNOG has become an integral partner and player in the 
regional ICT development dialogue.  Because of your diverse and inclusive membership, CaribNOG 
collectively understands the pressing and salient issues facing the wide adoption and deployment of 
ICTs in the Caribbean.  

 We seek to use these empowering technologies to reduce poverty, to increase the quality of the lives 
of our people, stimulate innovation and accelerate our national development.  As a government we 
recognize that affordable access to ICT services is no longer a luxury, but an indispensable development 
tool that can truly catalyze the way we work and live.  ICTs can and have been shown to increase 
productivity and efficiency, foster entrepreneurship, create employment, while increasing our 
competitiveness. 

 The institutional capacity to train our people in science, technology, engineering and math needs 
significant strengthening in order for us to equip our citizenry with the skills of entrepreneurship and 
innovation – especially in ICT.  The Ministry is seeking to establish Belize’s first Science, Technology and 
Innovation Institute that will be a national and regional center of excellence.  The Institute will function 
as an “ideas incubator.”   
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 The diverse and inclusive membership of CaribNOG allows the organization to understand the 
strengths and weaknesses, as well as threats and opportunities of ICTs in our region.  You understand: 

o That our region is lagging behind the rest of the world in ICT skills development and capacity.   
o That the domestic ICT infrastructure in some of our countries needs significant redesign and 

investment.    
o The implications of the paucity of national and regional applied research in ICTs. 
o The indispensable need for appropriate cyber security measures to protect digital data. 
o The financial constraints and competing priorities of our governments. 
o The relationship between ICT penetration and social and economic development. 
o Sustained prosperity in the 21st Century and beyond is unattainable without the effective use 

of ICTs. 
 

Speaker: Bevil Wooding Title: Founder & Executive Director Organization: CaribNOG 

Session Highlights: 

 We are going to redefine the nature of regional collaboration.  We are going to redefine it from the 
bottom up – network engineers, technology professionals. 

 At a regional level we can define the nature, the pace, the advance and the constitution of how the 
Caribbean region takes advantage of information technologies. 

 The networks that we are managing are under increasing threat.  And it’s becoming increasingly 
difficult to manage them by ourselves.  But it’s our responsibility to ensure that the companies we work 
for, the governments we serve and the countries we represent are well-able to face these threats.  
That’s where CaribNOG comes in. 

 CaribNOG is coordinating the regional response at a technical level to issues like cyber security, 
network protection, network engineering, configuring large and small networks.  We are achieving this 
building up the most important factor of network administration – trust. 

 Trust is built by creating a community of network administrators who know each other; creating a pool 
of trustworthy administrators who can be called upon to not only protect networks, but build 
networks. Guard networks not only with technical protocols, but with human beings who are entrusted 
to guard them. 

 The more networks are interconnected, the greater the requirement for collaboration among 
organizations.  CaribNOG is the forum for that type of collaboration and relationship building. 

 Participants must not only receive knowledge, but share knowledge – Lightning Presentations. 

 Human beings behind technical networks – a group a of “ordinary” network admins doing 
extraordinary things. 

 “How does your network grow?” 

 Putting the issue of competing networks aside, we want to achieve a common excellence.  Working for 
the common good.   

 In here, we are all CaribNOG.  Because of that we share, we relate, and we commit ourselves to 
improve our core areas of development. 

 What does it take to be a part of or a member of CaribNOG? 
o Love for technology 
o Desire for personal, professional development 
o Commitment to share your knowledge and experience for the greater good 

   
 

Speaker: Kingsley Smith 
Title: Director of 
Telecommunications 

Organization: Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) 
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Session Highlights: 

 VOTE of THANKS – extend thanks to all the speakers, CaribNOG team, international and local sponsors, 
and participants. 

 It is my hope that the knowledge we gain and the lessons we learn will not only be used to further 
improve and protect our organization and infrastructure, but also to foster and provide economic 
growth and development in Belize. 

   
 

 


